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How are your rabbits? Not too well I hope! But in 
case they are fighting fit and numerous, and 
breeding like, well, rabbits, you may be interested to 
hear Maude & District Landcare Group is 
planning to hold a rabbit poisoning campaign in 
February 2021. We feel we should be able to run the 
usual campaign safely under current COVID 
restrictions, but if it proves too difficult, we will have 
to rethink our plans. As usual, it will be run 
electronically, but you can give us a call if you want 
to speak to a real person. The dates are Friday 5, 
Monday 8 and Thursday 11 February. We don’t have 
cost details yet, but you can contact us @ 
maudeanddistrictlandcare@gmail.com or call Elaine 
Johns 5281 9395 or Lex Stray 5281 91293. 
Details regarding costs will be 
available soon. Please note: you 
must come to Maude to pick up your 
bait on all three days. We use Pindone 
poisoned carrot only. 

Do you love living or working 
near the Brisbane Ranges; do 
your friends and family visit or do 
you visit to explore all it has to 
offer? Celebrate this beautiful part 
of Victoria by buying a 2021 
Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group 
Calendar, featuring photos from 
the ranges and surrounds taken by 

locals who love where they live!  A beautiful collection of 
images capturing the diversity, tranquility and beauty of the land, 
and creatures. At just $15, why not buy one for yourself and for 
family and friends living further afield? Free local 
delivery or we can post further afield (add $5). 
Support Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group 
(brlg.org.au); a group of locals who celebrate our 
local environment. To place orders or for enquiries, call Nina 
Ellis 0433 215 400 or fly2nina@gmail.com 

If you 
have any 
home 
grown 

(wax-free) 
lemons to 
sell, call 
Esther at 

Del Rios of 
Mt Anakie 
Winery on  

0418  
543 844 

On extreme code 
red fire danger days the 

community house is closed 
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The Anakie Advocate is printed each month. Distribution covers 
Anakie, Balliang, Maude, She Oaks, 

Staughton Vale and Steiglitz. Submissions for 
February issue must be submitted by 15 

January.  Anakie & District Community Group 
has no affiliation with any political party.  

 
 

December 
2020 

Anakie Community House  2115 Ballan Rd Anakie 3213 
currently closed due to Covid-19 restrictions see page 5 
phone/fax 5284 1359 email anakiehouse@outlook.com 

 Gus and Esther del Rios have made 
a great success of Del Rios of Anakie Winery and 

Restaurant, with guests visiting from the local 
district, Victoria-wide, interstate and overseas.  
Turn to page 8 for a brief account of their lives. 

Jumping 
Castle at 

community 
house on 

Tuesday 15 
- page 5. 
Free fun!  

mailto:maudeanddistrictlandcare@gmail.com
http://www.brlg.org.au
mailto:fly2nina@gmail.com
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The Anakie Advocate is published 
monthly by Anakie & District 

Community Group (ABN 59 938 073 
014; Inc. # A1477P).  

Letters and articles must include 
names and addressed (these will be 

withheld upon request).  
Submissions will be published in the 

next issue, space permitting.   
 
 

advertising costs 
(GST inclusive): full page $35; ½ page 

$20.00; ¼ page $12; 1/8th page 
$6.00. Minimum fee $6.00. Discount 
for advance payments of 12 or more: 
12 x 1/8th page $60; 12 x ¼ page 

$120,  12 x ½ $220; 12 x full $360.  

St Bridgid’s Catholic Church: Ballan 
Rd Anakie. Mass times 11am Sundays 
fortnightly. 5286 1230 
Anglican Church: St Georges, 
Balliang. Vicar: Revd Richard Litjens. 
Services: 2nd Sunday 10.30. 
Communion, 4th Sunday 9am 
morning prayer.  5367 5362. 
Uniting Church: Thelma Ross 
Memorial, Parwan Sth. Diane  

5367 3097. Services suspended.  
 

Lara Uniting Church: Cnr Flinders 
Avenue/Forrest Rd. Lutheran public 
divine service 3rd Sundays 1.30am. 

5278 2443.  

Anakie and district church 
services  

The Geelong regional mobile library bus visits 
fortnightly on Tuesdays 2 to 4pm. Dec 16 & 30. 

wildlife shelter 
Sandi Murdoch 

care of 
injured & 
orphaned 
animals 

Anakie Community Garden 
gardening activities/visits 

on last Friday of month 
9.30-11.30am @  

Anakie Community Depot, Ballan Road.   

All welcome.  
anakiecommunitygarden.wordpress.com 

 

Helena 5284 1363 

 

 
 

 

is currently CLOSED 
 

Further information: 
community house 5284 1359  
Ray 84 1212 or 0408 528 412 

Contact my office for 
State Government 

matters  

Funded from the Parliamentary Budget  

Level 1 Corio Shopping Centre Bacchus Marsh Rd Corio 3214 
p: 5275 3898 f: 5275 3472 e: johneren@parliament.vic.gov.au 
facebook: John Eren - State Member for Lara t: @johnerenmp 
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The Anakie brigade has been made 
aware from a City Greater Geelong 
survey regarding the high fire risk to 
our area, that some Anakie residents 
are relying on the brigade to advise 
them to leave in the event of a fire. 
This is not the case - you should 
keep a watchful eye on the Vic 
emergency app, TV broadcasts, and 
websites to prepare yourself for the 
need to leave early. Anakie Fire 
Brigade alone will NOT advise 
residents when to leave properties.  
Next training: Sunday 6 December 
at 9am after radio sched. Anyone is 
welcome to come to see what we do. 
We seek new members; if interested, 
contact our captain on 0401 956 683. 
If you don’t wish to fight fires, we 
have a range of other activities/duties 
you can be involved in.     Working 
smoke detectors same lives With 
summer upon us, every resident 
should be in, or finished, cleaning up 
around their property for the coming 
fire season. Some councils in the top 
end of the state are already into fire 
restrictions and as areas dry out 

restriction are coming into force. 
Anakie is in the central fire district. 
To keep up-to-date with restrictions 
or for more information, see website 
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/home. 
Fires can happen any time of the 
year, in all environments, so be 
prepared, be safe; have a fire plan. 
This year has been tough for all 
parties with pandemic easing but 
NOT gone. Brigade officers wish all 
members, the Anakie community and 
neighbouring brigades, a happy and 
safe Christmas & new year. Thanks 
for your support and dedication in 
2020. You can follow the brigade on 
Facebook ‘Anakie Fire Brigade’. For 
information on emergency activity in 
your area, download the 
VicEmergency app or go to the this 
link - https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
respond/. If you see any suspicious 
activity in the area, whether fire or 
criminal, call crime stoppers 1800 
333 000 or police assistance 131 444 
or 000 if it is an emergency. 
 

Paul Moore 2nd Lieutenant 
Anakie Fire Brigade 

                         Anakie Fire Brigade News 
Captain  David Walter Secretary Carol Brislane 
ph: 0401 956 683 ph: 0438 893 197         

Anakie Fire Brigade Roster 
Radio checks 8.30am. All vehicles to be functionally checked and run 
approx 30 klms. If you can’t fulfill the roster, please find a replacement. 

 Tanker 1 Tanker 2 Anakie FCV Ultra light Station 

13 Dec G Hodges D Walter K Couch M Couch R Hodges 

20 Dec J Sanders I Macdonald S Hill L Hodges B Herholdt 

27 Dec A Jones P Moore T Battle C Ellery D Herholdt 

http://www.anakiecommunitygarden.wordpress.com
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/home
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/


December 2020           Anakie Advocate        page 14      

 

Friends of 
Brisbane Ranges 

 

Get to know and help our 
local National Park!   

 

Everyone welcome; part 
or full day!  

 

www.fobr.org.au 
for events, park walks & info 

AIKI JUJUTSU 
A not-for -profit organisation 

established in order to practice this 
traditional Japanese martial art. 

Dojo location: 2310 Ballan Rd. 
Classes every Thursday  

excluding public and 
school holidays 

Junior classes: 5:30 - 6:30pm 
Adult classes: 7:00 - 8:30pm 
Free trial classes available 

Dicker Sensei 5th Dan 
25 years experience 

0419 432 472  
website: aikiaustralia.com.au 

Do you have weed 
problems? 

If so, hire Brisbane Ranges 
Landcare’s spray trailer with 2 
hand guns a boom 

spray and a 500 
litre tank - $25 a 
day. Call Chris on  

5369 4214 

Local organisations contact details 
Anakie CFA   David 0401 956 683 
 

Anakie Football & Netball Club  Heath 0418 138 112 
 

Anakie Community House  Heather 5284 1359 
 

Anakie General Store/Post Office  Ruby/Andrew  52841 177 
 

Anakie Hall  Ray Tucker 5284 1212 
 

Anakie Primary School Secretary Karen   5284 1291 
Anakie Primary School Principal Toni 5284 1291  
 

Balliang District Rural CFA  Andrew  0419 186 955 
 

Balliang Memorial Hall  Steve  0400 419 024 
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Anakie rainfall as recorded by 

Cambria Parkinson 
 

October 
total rainfall: 76 ml  
days of rain: 14 

    

November 
total rainfall: 63.5 ml  
days of rain: 7 

TROTTER TRANSPORT 
& WATER CARTAGE 

 

22,000 litres (approx 4,900 gals) 
tanker deliveries 

 

SPECIALISING IN CLEAN 
WATER DELIVERIES 

 

Kelvin Trotter 
 

418 520227  
0407 504 853 

 Congratulations 
 

Amanda, David and Alice 
Jackson, on the 
arrival of a new 
daughter and 
sister, Violet. 
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Anakie Football & Netball Club 
Friday night dinners 

first Friday of month 6pm 
 
 

Great home-style meals & prices 
5284 1414 club 

6 March & 3 April 

Smiling is infectious, 
You catch it like the flu, 
When someone smiled at 
me today, 
I started smiling, too. 
 

I passed around the 
corner 
And someone saw my 
grin 
When he smiled I 

realised 
I’d passed it on to him. 
I thought about that 
smile 
Then I realized its worth, 
A single smile, just like 
mine 
Could travel around the 
earth. 
 

So, if you feel a smile 

Home & Contents insurance 

Bendigo Insurance 

That’s 
unexpected 

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 acts under its own 
Australian Financial Services Licence number and under an agreement with a range of 
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Roneta Hill 

Registered BAS Agent No: 25681787 

M: 0407 55 33 17 

E: roneta@enhancedpower.com.au 

We provide affordable and reliable 
bookkeeping services.   

   Accounts Payable & Receivables 
   Bank reconciliations 
   BAS Preparation and Lodgement 
   Superannuation Lodgement 
   Payroll  

Tired of spending hours 

on your bookkeeping? 

Panicking over deadlines? 

Let us do it for you ! ! 

 

Our services include: 
 

* new tyres - all brands 
* used tyres 
* wheel alignment 
* puncture repairs 
* general servicing 
* brake replacement 
 

Special offer 

“FREE” tyre pressure and inspection 
“FREE” rotation & 4-wheel balance 

(must provide voucher to receive this offer 
(normally valued at $60) 
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Excavator, grader, 
truck & trailer and 

bobcat hire 
 

* post hole digging 
* trenching   
* sites cleared 
* rubbish removed 
* driveways formed 
* general excavations 

 

Supplier of quality 
gravel, crushed 
rock, loam, etc. 

 

 

Anakie 
 
 

 

     Call  
 

 
0409 028 941 

December 2020         Anakie Advocate        page 5 

 

what’s on at the moment 

UnFinished Objects 

 Wednesdays at 

1.30pm. Knit, paint, 
sew or just chat. $2. 
Last session in 2020 
Wednesday 16.  

Art group 

Tuesdays @ 1.30pm. 
Beginners or established 
artists meet for a 
couple of hours in a 

social setting, 
compare work and 
share ideas. Bring 
materials (some 

available); easels 
provided. $2 weekly.  

book/discussion group  
third Thursday at 2pm 

Discuss books, films, current 
affairs. The last session for 

2020 will be held 
on 17 December 

 

group fitness classes 

Mondays at 6pm 
Meet at the 
community house 
for a workout in a 

friendly group with 
local tutor, Kevin. 
 $15 per session. 

  More: 5284 

Hairdressing - Thursdays 
Ladies cut/blow-dry or 
shampoo/set $30, 
foils/perms available; 
men: $20; students 
$15; toddlers: $ . 
Only one or two 
places left for 2020. 
Hairdresser: Darlene. 
Bookings: 5284 1359  

Face masks must 
be worn during service. 

Open - hoorah! Anakie Community house is 
open! The last open day prior to the festive 

will be Thursday 17. Well done to the 
community for resilience during this tough 

year; let’s hope all is much brighter in 2021!  

Michael 
uses 
heavy 
weights 

Carolyn 
knits 

Yan 
paints 

amazing 
portraits  

Olga leads 
stimulating  
conversations 

JUMPING SLIDE 
Anakie Community 
House Tuesday 15. 
Free to use between 

9 & 11am and 1 & 5pm.  
No need to book,  

just bring the children! 

Bill likes 
short 

back & 
sides 
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Get your days back! 

AA 

ALL HOME ASPECTS 

ABN 47 794 791 752 
 

Call Matt 0418 344 442 for a free quote! 
For all your home handyman needs 

Fully Insured 
Inside or Outside - No Job Too Small 
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Sewing Alterations 
 

 

Zip replacement, hems 
taken up - 

dresses and 
trousers.  

Reasonable 
rates.  

 
Pauline - 5284 1451 

Layered Taco Dip 
Bottom Layer: 
1 can refried beans 
½ cup Taco (low, medium, mild) or 1 tin Jalapeno dip 
Middle layer 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese  
250g Phili chees (softened)  
1/4 cup sour cream 
3 tablespoons mayonnaise 
1/4 teaspoon garlic (fresh, chopped or crushed) 
Top layer: 
1 large avocado 
1 medium onion 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
1/2 cup sliced olives 
1/2 cup spring onions 
Dice tomato and green and/or red capsicum. Stir in bowl the beans 
and taco sauce. Spread out in a quiche dish. Top with half the 
grated cheese. Combine the cream cheese, sour cream, mayo and 
garlic in a blender on medium until smooth. Spread on top of the 
first layer. Place chopped up avocado, onion and lemon juice in the 
blender. Once smooth, place this on top of the other two layers. 
Sprinkle with the remaining cheese. Garnish with tomato, spring 
onions, olives and capsicum. Serve with corn chips or biscuits.  
 

Pauline Lorenz  
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Thinking of a pool or spa 

for your home?  

Summers are getting hotter, 

so act now.  

Leisurescape can design and 

landscape your block to get 

the dream entertaining 

space you need.  

Visit 
www.leisurescapespas.com.au 

or call our office on  

1300 776 887 for a site 

inspection with Jack. 
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Reflexology + Lymph Drainage                                                            
Foot & Hand Care, Ear 

Candling                                                                                                               
 

Carole Hofflin                                                           
 

Dip. R, RLD Certified                                                    
Cert III Foot & Hand 
Care, RN 
Member: RAoA, IICT                                                                                                                   
By Appointment: 

0425 731 295 
Clinic  
380 O’Neils Lane 
Anakie Vic 3213 

89 Mornington Street                             
North Geelong Vic 3215                    
Mobile: 0425 731 294                                                                 

Fax: 5272 3024                                                 
Albert Hofflin   

email: sales@ahcs.com.au                                                                     
website: www.ahcsautomotive.com.au 
Penrite chainsaw bar oil 1L $9.90                                            
Penrite chainsaw bar oil 5L $26.95                                                  
Penrite SE Green Keepers 2 stroke oil 1L 
$11.50                            
Penrite SE Green Keepers 2 stroke oil 2.5L 
$15.95                     
Penrite MC-2 Full Syn  2 Stroke 4L $96.00                           
Penrite Moly Grease EP3% 450grams $8.00                                 
Penrite four stroke 10W-30 semi syn oil 20L 
$155.00 
for an extensive product list go to our website                                              

Ring Albert for more details; 
some order pick-ups available from Anakie                                                                                        

 
Health News & More … the Immune System is a complex network 
of cells and organs which protect the body from harmful substances and 
infection. It consists of:-  White Blood Cells, Antibodies, Lymphatic 
System, Spleen, Bone Marrow & Thymus Gland. Each has a vital role to 
perform interacting with each other to defend our body from harm. 
Vaccinations help to ’prime’ our immune system to recognise viruses or 
bacteria so that when we are exposed to the actual disease our immune 
system will ’recognise’ it and respond by producing antibodies to fight it off.                                                                      
Health, Age, Lifestyle and Occupation will decide which vaccines are 
appropriate for us throughout our lives. Although no vaccine can be 
guaranteed 100% effective, they certainly do offer most of us good 
protection from the most life-threatening aspects of infectious diseases.  
As restrictions have eased I know we can now look forward to 
Christmas with some degree of certainty. So have a Joyful 
Christmas & be Confident 2021 will be a Great Year!!            
 

 E:carole@anakienaturaltherapies.com.au                                                                                                                             
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   Gus was born in Madrid, Spain. 
The del Rio family migrated to 
Australia in 1962, when Gus was 
five; his parents, German and 
Damiana del Rios, had five 
children under eight years old 
and another on the way. Gus’s 
siblings are: Pedro, Maria, 
Frank, Miguel and Angela. The 
family was sent to Bonegilla 
Migrant Camp, prior to settling in 
Corio, where the children all 
grew up. 
   Esther was born in Bandar 
Seri Begawan, Brunei to a 
prominent Chinese business 
family. Her parents were Kim 
Kee and Doris Ong  and she 
has three brothers, Timothy, 
Stephen and Andrew. Esther 
came to boarding school in 
Australia and then attended 
university.  
   Esther and Gus met at 
International House, a residential 
college for both international and 
local rural, students attending 
the University of Melbourne.  
   Gus completed his Masters in 
Paediatric Dentistry in 1981 and 
still practices, two days a week, 
mainly doing orthodontic 
implants and oral surgery. Esther 
finished her Arts Degree and 
trained as teacher.  
   The couple married in 1981 
and have three children, Andres, 
who is married to Vanessa and 
expecting their first child in 
March: Joshua, married in April 

2019 at Anakie to Rebecca, and 
Marcus who lives with girlfriend, 
Britta, from Germany. Joshua 
and Rebecca are both actively 
involved in the restaurant and 
winery.  
   Gus and Esther purchased Ron 
Thompson’s farm, 2320 Ballan 
Road, in 1995. They renovated 
the original farmhouse, built a 72 
megalitre dam, planted a 35-acre 
vineyard (seven grape varieties) 
and built a winery and barrel 
room. In 2010, they bought 
Anakie Ridge Vineyard next door. 
They have totally renovated the 
restaurant and cellar door, 
adding a large function room, 
decking area and a large kitchen 
with walk-in cool-room and 
freezer. Future plans include 
landscaping around the 
restaurant and developing an 
open terrace area for 
entertaining. There have been a 
few weddings in the past and 
they would like to expand on 
these. 
   Gus spends most of his time at 
Anakie; in the vineyard or 
winery, rounding up cattle, sheep 
or llamas or doing building work 
at the restaurant/cellar door. 
Esther spends Fridays and 
weekends at Anakie, running the 
restaurant and cellar door, which 
is open Friday evenings and 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
11am to 5pm. They consider 
themselves very much a part of  

Gus, Esther and Del Rios of Mt Anakie Winery 
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Joe in his 20s.  Terri  
says, “Look at the hair” 

.  
 
 
 
  
 
 

the community of Anakie and 
surrounding district and strongly 
support employing locals. Many of 
the younger staff travel on the 
same school bus to Geelong.   
   Gus’s mum, Damiana, better 
known as Yaya, is 96 years old. A 
few of the most popular tapas on 
the menu are based on her 
recipes; the tortilla, croquetas and 
paella being the most well-known. 
Yaya was actively involved in the 
kitchen and greeted guests in the 
restaurant until COVID-19 began 
in March. Yaya was delighted 
when patrons praised her recipes 
and when the dish was actually 
one of the chef’s, she quite 
happily claimed it as her own, 
accepting the compliment and 
laughing to the chef. Yaya is 
currently staying with Gus’s sister, 
Maria, in Highton. Incidentally, 
head chef, Guido , has been in the 
restaurant since it first opened 
   Gus’s dad, German, died three 
years ago, but he loved visiting 
the vineyard and tending to the 
cows. At this point, Gus would like 
to make an apology to locals. 
Many would have seen German, 
driving his Suzuki Stockman along 
Ballan Road with a load of hay. He 
collected the hay from anywhere 
he could find it - beside railway 
lines being a favourite spot - to 
feed the ‘black darlings’. The hay 
was stacked as high as he could 
get it and then all over a hungry 
board. Gus says it looked like a 
’mobile hay stack’. German 

frequently drove out with these 
(over)loads. Anyone who saw it at 
the time will still remember it; it 
was sight never forgotten.   
   COVID-19 saw the closure of 
the restaurant/cellar door, but 
Esther and Gus note the positives. 
They have had unlimited time to 
spend in the vineyard and winery 
and have been able to finish some 
major renovations to the kitchen 
and back area. During the 
renovations, they spent time 
actually sleeping in the restaurant. 
At one point, over winter, there 
was no heating. Esther says they 
almost froze to death!  
   As a patron, one is struck by 
the friendliness of the couple. 
Esther meanders between tables, 
chatting and ensuring everyone is 
happy with their meal and wine 
choices, while Gus, who also 
attends tables, provides guests 
with amusing anecdotes. It is a 
relaxed and friendly place to enjoy 
a leisurely meal or to sample 
some excellent wines.  
   If you decide to go after 
reading this, you will not be 
disappointed. It is important to 
book, however; as places are 
limited and these days venues 
cannot cater to for non-bookings.   
   Many thanks, Esther and Gus, 
for making the time to share this 
information for the Anakie 
Advocate.  

 
Heather O’Shannessy,  

December 2020   


