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More water need in our rivers if platypus are to survive!
April
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Friends2022
of the Barwon with funding from the Tucker
Foundation, Bendigo Bank, Barwon Water, Surf Coast
Shire, Geelong Landcare Network and supported by Upper
Barwon Landcare, Golden Plains Shire, City of Greater
Geelong and EnviroDNA, meant that the gaps in the current
data set for platypus in the region, between the Upper
Barwon catchment and Moorabool system, were filled to
ensure the largest continuous data set in the state.
Sampling across 38 different sites in the Barwon, Leigh and Moorabool
rivers involved over 60 enthusiastic community members. In a recent
webinar to the community, environmental scientist Josh Griffiths
explained that the results varied quite significantly in each of the three
waterways sampled. Sites sampled in the Leigh and Moorabool rivers
showed a much higher and consistent population of platypus when
compared with the Barwon River samples from Winchelsea to Geelong.
Josh attributed these differences primarily to habitat suitability and river
flow rates. Adding that “the base flow rates in both the Moorabool and
Leigh rivers are much more consistent than those in the Barwon, which in
recent years has even “ceased to flow” along a number of reaches during
summer. Platypus need consistent water flow to be able to move freely up
and down rivers and creeks in order to breed and thrive. Over the past 50
years only 50-60 sightings of platypus were recorded in this region, so
historically we have had very limited data. The Leigh River in particular
has had no real historical platypus sightings previously recorded, so this
project has really filled a gap we now have the biggest data set over a
region in the state.”
Information gathered by the community has really highlighted the plight of
this endangered animal in our region. Areas with poor habitat
distinguished by bank erosion, sparse vegetation, minimal burrowing sites,
no instream or channel complexity (no bends, limited variation of depth or
pools and no logs, snags or rocks present) were consistent with the absence
of platypus.
Where platypus were detected was consistent with parts of the river which
had been fenced from grazing animals, revegetated with indigenous
vegetation including trees and shrubs, and had good instream habitat.
Chair of The Friends of the Barwon, Dr Kaye Rodden said “This project
has highlighted the importance of water security in our rivers. The
Barwon, Leigh and Moorabool Rivers are all severely stressed and we
need to work together as a whole to repair and protect these amazing living
assets in our region. Investment into improving the health of the Barwon
system as a whole is crucial for all species relying on it to survive.”
For a copy of the survey report please contact glnplatypus@gmail.com
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Anakie Community House 2115 Ballan Rd Anakie 3213
Office open Mondays 9am Tuesdays 1pm Wed/Thu 10am to 4pm
phone/fax 5284 1359 email anakiehouse@talmoi.com.au

3 & 4 year old activity group

Four year old, Ella has a sister,
Here is four-year-old
Sophie, who attends Anakie
Primary School. Some days the 3 Charlotte. Her favourite
colour is orange. She has
& 4 year old group visits the
a dog called Ruby and
school and Miss Pickering reads
two
cats: Milo and Millie.
a story. Ella’s favourite colours
Minnie has two kittens.
are green & orange.

Free holiday activity for children - see page 3.
The Anakie Advocate is printed monthly. Distribution
covers Anakie, Staughton Vale, Balliang, Maude, She
Oaks and Steiglitz. Submissions for the next issue must
be submitted by 15 April. Proudly printed by John Eren,
State Member for Lara. Anakie & District Community
Group has no Affiliation with any political party.
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wildlife shelter

Sandi Murdoch
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Anakie and district
church services

St Bridgid’s Catholic Church:
Ballan Rd Anakie. Mass times 9am
Sundays fortnightly.
5286 1230
Anglican Church: St Georges,
Balliang. Vicar: vacant, Services:
2nd & 4th Sunday 10am.
5367 5362.
5284 1380
Uniting Church: Thelma Ross
Memorial, Parwan Sth. Diane
Anakie Community Garden
5367 3097. Services suspended.
Monthly Social Gathering
Lara Uniting Church: Cnr Flinders
last Friday of month
Avenue/Forrest Rd. Lutheran public
divine service 3rd Sundays 1.30am.
10am to 12 noon
5278 2443.
contact Helena Lindorff 0437 195 511
Email Helena.lindorff@bigpond.com

care of
injured and
orphaned
animals

anakiecommunitygarden.wordpress.com

The Anakie Advocate is published
monthly by Anakie & District
Community Group
ABN 59 938 073 014; Inc. # A1477P.

Letters and articles must include
names and addressed (these will be
withheld upon request).
Submissions will be published in the
next issue, space permitting.
advertising costs
(GST inclusive): full page $35; ½
page $20.00; ¼ page $12; 1/8th
page $6.00. Minimum fee $6.00.
Discount for advance payments of
12 or more: 12 x 1/8th page $60;
12 x ¼ page $120, 12 x ½ $220;
12 x full $360.

available for hire
community house 5284 1359
or Ray 5284 1212
0408 528 412

Contact my office for
State Government
matters
Funded from the Parliamentary Budget

Level 1 Corio Shopping Centre Bacchus Marsh Rd Corio 3214
p: 5275 3898 f: 5275 3472 e: johneren@parliament.vic.gov.au
facebook: John Eren - State Member for Lara t: @johnerenmp

Sewing Alterations
Zip replacement,
hems taken up dresses and
trousers.
Reasonable rates.
Pauline 5284 1451.
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* post hole digging
* trenching
* sites cleared
* rubbish removed
* driveways formed
* general excavations
Excavator, grader,
truck & trailer and
bobcat hire

Supplier of quality
gravel, crushed
rock, loam, etc.

Anakie
Call

0409
028 941
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Meet up with ex-students and Mrs Hickleton
come to the farm for a catch-up.
Di Hickleton aka Mrs H
has retired from teaching. If you were taught by Mrs H she
invites you, too, and your family, to
She taught at Anakie
Primary School from 1990 call in and let her know what you’re
to 2015B. To celebrate her up to.
Sunday 10 April at Butleigh Farm
career she and her family are
Murgheboluc 2pm - whenever.
opening up Butleigh Farm. If you
taught with Di she would love you to Grazing table, beer, wine, soft drink.
Holiday fun - Picture
Perfect Portraits

Children
aged 5 to 12
are invited to
join this fun
activity. Draw, rip, snip &
construct amazing portraits
that will impress your
family & friends. Tuesday
19 April from 2 to 3pm.

The library can provide
a variety of classes:
* Sewing lessons
* 3D printing
* Accessing E-books
* On-line magazines
* More (check on-line)
Interested in any of these? If
so, contact the community
house on 52841 359.

Edith will visit the community house on
Wednesday 6 April from 1.30 to 3.30pm with
a range of beautiful hand-knitted children’s
clothes (prem to 12 years), adults jumpers,
colourful vests and croqueted bags. Call in and check out
these lovely homemade items from a local resident.

Coming in May
Stepping Stone Workshop
Over two Tuesdays - 3 and 10 May from 1.30
to 3pm. All materials and tutoring provided (with many thanks to
Sarah and Bunnings). $5 per person for the two sessions. Make
a stunning statement with these delightful garden features.
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Get your days back!

The Fire Danger Period (FDP) is
declared by CFA when the local
bush has dried to a state of high
bushfire danger. Depending on
seasonal weather and local
factors, the FDP typically lasts
until end April.
While some farming activities are
restricted during the Fire Danger
Period, many farmers are under
pressure to prepare their land for a
winter crop and may request
permits to burn off even before the
end of FDP is declared. Again this
depends on multiple conditions
including weather forecasts.
Unregistered burn offs pose a
problem for fire brigades. People
often cannot tell the difference
between a burn off and a fire – this
can result in volunteers being
called away from families and
workplaces to attend false alarms.
Farmers can register a burn off

AA
ALL HOME ASPECTS
ABN 47 794 791 752

Call Matt 0418 344 442
For all your home handyman needs
Fully Insured
Inside or Outside - No Job Too Small
Aiki Jujutsu Australia

A not-for -profit organisation
established to practice this
traditional Japanese
Martial Art.
Dojo location:
2310 Ballan Road
Classes every Thursday
excluding public and
school holidays
Children’s classes:
by appointment
Adult classes: 6 to 7pm
Free trial classes available
Dicker Sensei 5th Dan
28+ years experience

0419 432 472

with the ESTA Burn Off notification
line: Call 1800 668 511; Email
burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au; Fax
1300 674 428; Visit
www.cfa.vic.gov.au to complete
the burn off notification form.
As commuting public who drive
past burning fields, we need to be
wary of possible changing
visibility. Be prepared to slow
down, but if we cannot see, we
need to get off the road before
stopping. We also need to
recognise that the farmer has a
business to run. Honestly, it does
not grow in a packet on the
supermarket shelf!
For a life-threatening emergency,
call 000. Out of mobile service
area, call 112, which details your
whereabouts to assist call-takers.

Ben Herholdt
Anakie Fire Brigade

Anakie Fire Brigade Roster

Radio checks 8.30am.
All vehicles to be functionally checked and run approx 30
klms. If you can’t fulfill the roster, please find a replacement.
Tanker 1

Tanker 2

Anakie FCV Ultra light

Station

3

I Macdonald

R Hodges

J Mangrum

C Ellery

L Hodges

10

A Jones

R Burns

T Battle

M Couch

P Moore

17

S Hill

N Giacometti K Couch

C Brislane

B Herholdt

24

R Hodges

G Hodges

C Ellery

L Hodges

J Mangrum
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Playgroup Mondays come
anytime between
9.30 & noon. Babies
watch and react;
toddlers socialize and
interact with their
peers and parents/carers chat
and relax over a cuppa. Big
range of toys. Gold coin
donation appreciated.

Yoga Tuesdays
9.30am - 11am
Held outside
normal open
hours to ensure
a quiet atmosphere. Not
suitable for beginners. Call
52841 359 for more details.
Tutor: Glenda.

Pilates Fridays mornings
Available during school terms,
in small groups. Classes are
held at Anakie Community
House by personal trainer
Kevin: 0408 960 876
for more information.

ART Tuesdays 1.30pm
Do you enjoy
drawing/painting?
If so, meet likeminded people. At
the end of the
session, join a short
appraisal of each
piece. Materials and easels are
on-hand for free use, if needed.
$2 per session, no tutor or
course fees, come when you can.

3 & 4 year-old
activity group
Tuesdays
11.30am - 1pm.
Children play, have lunch
and exercise outdoors or
enjoy indoor activities.
There are also school visits
twiceper term. Ages 3 or 4,
not attending full-time
kindergarten. Supervisors:
Narine & Heather. More
details: 5284 1359.

Hairdressing Thursdays
10.30am - 2pm
Prices: ladies cut &
blow-dry or
shampoo and set
$35; men’s cuts
$25. Students &
preschoolers cuts.
Foils & perms also available.
Hairdresser: Darlene.
Support local services!
Bookings: 5284 1359.

April 2022
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Reflexology + Lymph
Drainage
Foot & Hand Care, Ear
Candling

Carole Hofflin
Dip. R, RLD Certified
Cert III Foot & Hand
Care, RN
Member: RAoA, IICT
By Appointment:

0425 731 295

Clinic
380 O’Neils Lane, Anakie 3213
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89 Mornington Street
North Geelong Vic 3215
Mobile: 0425 731 294
Fax: 5272 3024
Albert Hofflin
email: sales@ahcs.com.au
website:
www.ahcsautomotive.com.au
Penrite
Penrite
Penrite
Penrite
Penrite
Penrite
Penrite
Penrite
Penrite

Chainsaw Bar Oil 1L $10.50
Chainsaw Bar Oil 5L $32.00
SE Green Keepers 2 stroke oil 1L $11.50
SE Green Keepers 2 stroke oil 2.5L $21
GEAR OIL 140 Mineral Gear 1L $15
HPR10 10W-50 Engine Oil 5L $49.50
4 stroke 10W-30 Semi Syn Oil 5L $41
Marine 4 stroke 10W-30 mineral 5L $43.80
HPR Diesel 10 10W-40 engine oil 10L $88
Call or email for other oils

Health news & more
Japanese Encephalitis: (JEV) a serious disease spread by mosquitoes; it
is endemic in parts of Asia and the Torres Strait region of Australia. Animals
can be infected, namely pigs and some water birds, but they cannot
transmit it to humans. You must be bitten by a mosquito that has bitten an
infected animal. Most people who become infected are asymptomatic but
on rare occasions it can result in severe illness, even death. Encephalitis
(inflammation of the brain) is the most serious form of the disease;
symptoms include sudden onset of fever, headache & vomiting. Urgent
medical intervention is required. There is an effective vaccine available; it is
given to would-be travellers to infected regions, entomologists, piggery
workers and exposed abattoir workers. Currently there is an increase in
case numbers in Australia, mostly in northern parts of the country and in
Victoria around the Murray. However JEV has been identified as far south
as Bendigo. The best advice is to avoid mosquito breeding grounds, avoid
being bitten and use repellents: the best containing DEET,
Picaridin or oil of lemon or eucalyptus. www.health.gov.au

carole@anakienaturaltherapies.com.au
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This year Anakie Football & Netball Club is set for construction
with works planned to start on the remaining social rooms after
July this year. With provisions made in our fixture a number of
earlier games will be at the De Motts Rd Reserve so we hope to
see you at one.
Participants in Netball & Football for the following ages will be
available in 2022. Auskick & Net Set Go (5yrs to 10yrs old)
Netball—Und13’s, Und 15’s, Und 17’s & Under 19’s (Also
Seniors A,B,C,D)
Football –Und 12’s, Und 14’s & Und 16’s (Also Seniors &
Reserves) For all registration & information please refer to our
website www.anakiefnc.com.au.

April 2022
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FOR SALE
Mobility scooter
in very good
condition.
Alternately, if
you know of a
needy person we will donate
it. Anakie Community
House on 5284 1359.
Anakie rainfall as
recorded by

Cambria
Parkinson

January 2022

Rainfall: 125.2 mls
February: 5 mls
Days of rain: 6
Books and
DVDs
Available from
the community
house to borrow
or keep (one section of
books is for loan only).
Friends of Brisbane Ranges

Get to know and help
our local National Park!
Everyone welcome;
part/full day!

www.fobr.org.au for
events, park walks, info
And newsletters.
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Kev the Carpenter (local)
Building pergolas & decks
house maintenance
and odd jobs

All your
carpentry needs
text/phone

0408 960 876
Anakie Football
Netball Club is
planning another
scrap steel collection
at the reserve, on
the weekend starting 13 May.

February
2020
Anakie
Advocate
April 2022
what’s
on for
all ages
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UnFinished
Objects
Wednesdays 1.30.
Meet locals, make
friends. Bring: patchwork,
sewing, knitting, art or just
chat. $2 - Maureen will make
you a cuppa!

Wednesday lunches at 12.30pm
Catch up friends
over lunch. BYO or
buy something from
Anakie General
Store. Tea/coffee
provided. No cost.

Scrabble on the
last Thursday of
the month @ 1pm.
Give the brain a work-out!
$2. Next - 28 April.
indoor bowls
first Thursday of the month
10am at Anakie Hall. All
ages; all abilities. $5 adults,
$3 students. Morning tea
provided. 7 April
and 5 May.
Come along and
try to beat Judy
& Sandra.

Sing away the blues
with Greg on the
first Monday of the
month at 2pm. $12,
includes afternoon tea
Coming dates: Mondays 4
April and 2 May at 2pm.
Book/discussion group
third Thursday of month
BYO book to swap or
discuss, chat about
films, current affairs
or whatever interests
you. New people welcome.
Next -Thursday 19 May
(none in April). Gold coin.

Massage/myotheraphy

Newsletter help

Sandi is very experienced
and will be at the
community house
on Wednesday 20
April, but booked
out unless there is
a cancellation. 52841 359.

Sing with Greg

Once a month, volunteers
prepare Anakie
Advocates for
delivery. Help is
appreciated; if you’d like
to volunteer, call the
House on 5284 1359.

April 2022
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Large Scale Solar Coming to Anakie!

If so, why not hire Brisbane
Ranges Landcare
spray trailer?
Two hand guns,
boom spray and a
500 litre tank. $25
per day. Call Chris

At the Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group’s next general
meeting on April 21, we will be hearing from Elgin Energy
(the largest privately owned solar developer in the UK) who
are planning an initial 300MW solar farm over 1200 acres
along Little Ripley Road in Balliang. The project will include
ancillary battery storage. All are welcome to come and learn
about this exciting project.

0429 484 644

Brisbane Ranges
Landcare
Thursday April 21
7:30pm Balliang Hall
Hope to see you there.
More details: contact
President Robert Hall on 0401 404 899.

TROTTER TRANSPORT
& WATER CARTAGE

Custard and Jelly Dessert

22,000 litres (approx 4,900 gals)
tanker deliveries

SPECIALISING IN CLEAN
WATER DELIVERIES
Kelvin Trotter

0418 520 227
0407 504 853

Local organisation contact details

Anakie CFA
Anakie Football & Netball Club
Anakie Community House
Anakie General Store/Post Office
Anakie Hall
Anakie Primary School
Anakie Primary School
Balliang District Rural CFA
Balliang Memorial Hall

David 0401 956 683
Heath 0418 138 112
Heather 5284 1359
Ruby/Andrew 52841 177
Ray Tucker 5284 1212
Secretary Karen 5284 1291
Principal Toni 5284 1291
Andrew 0419 186 955
Steve 0400 419 024

85g pkt port wine jelly crystals
1 cup (250 ml) boiling water
125g raspberries
125g blueberries
2 cups thick vanilla custard
3/4 cup (185 ml) thickened whipped cream
Grated chocolate, to decorate
Make up the port wine jelly, place four nice
glasses leaning on an angle in a muffin tray.
Add frozen or fresh berries, pour in the jelly
and carefully put the tray in the fridge to set.
Remove from fridge when set, stand glasses
upright and add the cooled custard.
Decorate with whipped cream and dust with
grated chocolate.

Pauline Lorenz

